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Pariſhioners of L--th, 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace be multiplied. 


My Brethren, dearly beloved in the T,ord ; 

T hath been my Endeavour ever ſince 
the Care of your Souls hath been com- 
. mitted to me, to diſcharge my Truft to 
' the beſt of my Power ; and it is in Pur ſuit 
of this Endeavour, that I put this little 
Book into your Hands: The DS 7 of which 

; is, to ſtir up in you frequent A ouivaf 0 
God, and the Things of another Life." 7 
De/ign very neceſſary for all Sorts of ſen, 
but for thoſe of yourCalling efpecially:Hlbſ- 
bandmen having been always obſerved to 
be too much abaſed in T. hought, and ſclidm 
 toraiſe their Minds toThingsabove the level 
of their Employment. 'How can he get 
Wiſdom {ſaith the Son' of Sirach) that 
| holdeth the Plow, and' that clorkth' in 
A 2 7.” 
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the Goad ; that driveth Oxen, and is oc- 
cupied in their Labours, and whole talk 
is of Bullocks? He giveth the Mind to 
make Furrows,and is diligent to give the 
Kine Fodder, Ecclus. Xxxviil. 25, 20, 


But, believe me, my Brethren, if you do» + 


not get Wiſdom, it is your own Fault, more 
than the Fault of your Calling ;, for there 
zs no Calling in the World, (excepting that 
of Clergymen only) which affords greater 
Opportunities for Mens Improvement in 
ſpiritual Wiſdom, than yours doth: As may 


from hence appear, that ourBleſſed Saviour. | , 


bath taken moſt of his Parables from Things 
that lie within the Compaſs of it. It has 
often ſuggeſted !o me many a pious Thought, 
and moved me to many a devout Ejacula- 
tion: Examples of ſome of them I here pre- 
ſent you with, in Hopes that thereby you 
may learn to make the ſame Improvement; 
and I have in all of them laboured after a 
 Plainneſs of Expreſſion, ſuitable to your 
Capacity z and ſuch a Shortneſs as @ very 
_ little Patience may be ſufficient to go thro? 

with. And now, ihat the Book may be 


the more uſeful io you, I adviſe you to | 


conſider, ſome time before you go about any 
ordinary Waork,of whatever ſort it 15, and 


to look whether you cannot be hence reg 
e 
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ed with ſome pious Meditation thereupon. 
1 cannot ſay I have taken in every Thing 
you may be employed about ;, but your moſt 
common Employments I have : As for the 
reſt, I purpoſely omitted them ; becauſe I 

_ defigned as ſmall a Volume as the Subjert 
* <vould allow of. 

To every Meditation I have annexed 
either a ſhort Prayer, or ſome Ejacula- 
tions : co{letted for the moſt part out of the 
holy Scriptures ; which 1 would have you 
put up to God, in the midſt of your Employ- 
ment : In doing of which, it is not expetted 
' that you ſhould kneel, or be ſo much as un- 
covered always; for God does not require, 
in theſe occaſional Addreſſes, the Ceremo- 


nies of more ſolemn Atts of Worſhip , and 


yet He is as well pleaſed with them, nay, 
perhaps better, inaſmuch as theſe are cer- 


' tain Tokens of a Mind fully bent upon his - 


Worſhip' and Service: Whereas the other 


may and'do very ofien, flow from mere Cup 


tom and then they are but Lip- Labour. 


- And now I bope that yourwill be ſo kind 
to yourſelves, as to'\concur-with me in this 
« Deſign for your own Good, and 10 put mn 


Prattice what I have here adviſed you 10. 
Believe me; the Salvation of your Souls ts 
the ny Te for which it was worth your 
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while to be born: So that Religion is tfe 
greateſt Concern of your whole Lives , and 
did it require the greateſt port of yourTime 
and Strength, to be wholly laid out upon 
that alone, if you were Wiſe, you would not 
grudge at it. But you fee the Goodneſs 
of Aimighiy God: He hath no! made Re- 
{igion inconſiſtent with your worldly Buſi- 
neſs; but bath ſoordered its that you may 
attend to both at once : For I appeal to 


yourſelves ; may not a Man, bold his Plow . 
2s well when be has pious T, houghts in . 
his Mind, as when he is thoughtleſs as. his . © 
Catile that draw it ?, May. not be lift up , 
his Heart to God, at the Same time he goes 
whiſtling .a Tune, as inf, aifeam as the. 
Jingling of bis\ Horſes Bells.2., Why then 
ſhould any Man be more backward to the _ 
one than to the other ? Why ſhould. Men + 
refuſe to be Religious, . when.it auld take 
them up never the more Time,.'and .coft 


them never the. moxe Pains ?. Ney,. when 


it would fwteten.their. Labour, and drew 


Ged's Blefſing dawn upon them?. For Work 
75 not balf ſa tedious te a Mgn, when. bis" 
Thoughls.are, alberwiſe, employety; as it is 


when they are intent #h98.thas owly: Such 
a withdrawing the. Thaughts,being. like the 
tt fening to a Story upop the Road, which 

ſeems 


- 
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ſeems to ſhorten a Fourney, and renders it 
pleaſant. And the Bleſſing of God would 
moſt certainly attend Men in. ſo doing, for 
He hath ptomiſed never to forſake thoſe 
that diligently ſeek him, He is mindful of 
us, when we forget Him ; we may be Cer- 
tain therefore, that He will not forget us, 
when we remember Him. 
4nd for your . further Encouragement 
thus to employ. your Thoughts, God hath 
promifed to lake the Care of all ſuch as 
ao ſo upon Himſelf, and to provide for them 
all Things that they;fland in need of : Seek. 
ye firſt the Kingdom of God and his 
Righteouſneſs, ſaith Chriſt, and. all theſe 
Fhings ſhall be added-unto. yous Mar. 
Vi. 33: So that the giving up you! ſelves 
te Piety and, Dawotion, is the beſt Courſe 
you can take to ſecure even your worldly 
Intereſts. As for Anxiety or C arefulneſs, 
it is fo far from doing it of uſelf, that it 
cannot 'make ſo much as one Hair white or 
black ; and it aiveſts a Man of all Right 
to Ged's Promiſe of providing for him ; 
and then, What hath he to depend upon? 
By this little that I bave ſaid, you may, 
in ſome meaſure, perceive the Eaſineſs, the 
Pleaſure; and the ineſtimable Benefit of 
what I here adviſe you to: But no Words 
A 4 | will 
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will convince you ſo much to your Satisfar-" 


tien, as the putting it in Prattice, You 
cannot conteive how mach it will contribute 


to your Growth in Grace, and that inward. 


Foy and Peace which will perpetually ac- 


company you. - God knoweth my Heart,: 
my Deſign is for your Good ; and if I fail 


of my End, I am ſure I ſhall not of the 
Reward 'f my honeſt Intention, But 1 
hope better Things of you, nnd Things that 
accompany your Salvation, that you will 
fo far ſubmit yourſelves: to my Direfion in 
hrs Particular, and in*all other Things 


hat belong to my Office ;, that when God 
ſoall call me to give an" Account 'of ,yout- 


Souls. 1 may do it with Foy, and not with 
Grief : Which that God. may grant, for 


Feſus Chriſt” s ſake, is, _ _ be rhe 


confrant Prayer , 


4 F % 
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' Your moſt faithful Servant: 


: Ly 
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PLOWING, 


I'D any one look. on, who knew 
not theMeaning of this,he would 
think it as ſtrange and unnatural 

a Thing for Men thus to tear that Earth 
out of ,which they were taken, as it 1s 

tor Children/to be perpetually. ſcratching 
the Face of- their Mother. © Bur it .the 
Earth be not thus torn and, haraſſed, it 
will not yield its Increaſe, and Mankind 
mult ſtarve for lack of Bread. This js 
the very Caſe of moſt Men in Fs 
World ; who, if let alone in the. peace- 
able Enjoyment of the good Thos 

ite, 
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'Life, groy-ſtipid-and fgnfklg6 of their 
'Duty"to'Tod;) are urthr1yHBarfgh.as to all 


"the true-Porpoſes and 46A E$ving, 


render fruitful : Baſe-ſpirited and un- 
grateful Wretches! whom the Goodneſs 
of God cannot move to Obedience, but 
they,muſt bg driven. to it.with, Stripes, 
and forced*by Wounds; nay, ahd it is 
well if all this will prove effeCtual. 


| | # # G x 
UT do thou, O my God, give 
me a ſofter Heart, and a more in- 
gcnuous Frame of Mind, that thy Mer- 
cies may. lead me to Repentance z and 
that the continual Senſe of thy Good- 
neſs to me may draw me nearer to 
thee, in a Way of Gratitude and Obe- 
* dience. But. if thou feeſt that unleſs 


<'] am troubled I ſhall 'go wrong. and 


< that it is good for me to be afflicted? 
Thumbly ſubmit myſelf to whatſoever 
thou - in! thine infinite Wiſdom ſhalt 
think fit to lay upon me : nay, rather 
than I ſhould ſleep in Sin, I beg Af- 
fictions of thee, © O ſave me, though 
. it be by the Severities of thine Hand. 


a a a a «a AG 


'* If nothing elſe will make me fraitful, 


* let the Plowers plow upon my Back, 
« yea, 
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* yea, let. them make: long Furrows, 

<4 Noithau: only, O my, deareſt Lord, 
« ſanQtify;myAMictions to.me, and grant 
« that they may work out for me a tar 
« mor&exceeding and Geral Mar of 


" * Glory.” 


T is m hopes of a Crop'next Harveſt 
that I ſow this Seed; but if my 
Hopes ſhould fail me, (which God. for- 
bid) I could not but confeſs that I were 
Juſity ſerved, and that God--did wiſely 
puniſh my Unfruicfulneſs towards Him, 
1n the Unfruitfulnefs of my Land towards 
me; For what Fruit havel ever brought 
forth, anſwerable'to the Means of Grace 
he hath aForded me? The-Seed: of his 
Word, which he ſo plentifully.: ſows 
amongſt us, ſeems to: be thrown. away 
upon the greateſt Part of us: Whilſt one, 
for Cuſtom ſake, juſt gives it the hear- 
ing, but never conſiders'it': Another is 
perhaps affected with it for the preſent, 
but upon the next Temptation forgets it : 
The Heart of a third-is fo:poſſefſed-with 


the Cares : of this, Lite,, as to: leave: no 


Toom forthe Thoughts of abetter. Should 
he 
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one ſow Seed in the High-way, on a 
Rock, or amobg Briers and 'Tavros} it 
would turh' to a good Account,'/. nz: 
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UT give me, O Lord, an honeſt 

and good Heart, that I may hear 
thy Word and keep it, and bribg forth 
Fruit with Patiehce. Let thy Word 
be to meas good Seed fown upon good 
Ground, that ſprings up, and; bears 
Fruit an hundred fold... Give me, O 


Lord, an humble and teachable Mind; 


mortify myLuits, ſubdue my Paſſions, 
and wean me from this World, lo that 
nothing may hinder thy Word from 
having/its due Effect upon me: And | 
when thou ha{t-ſo;prepared me, enable | 
him whom/thoy: haſt made my Teach- 
er, truly to diſcharge his, Duty, .. Bleſs 
him in the Diſpenſation of thy Word, 


and bleis';me alſo in this. my preſent 
Work. , Proſper thou- the Work of 
our Hands upon us; O Proiper thou 
our Hand Pn 


- 


$5" 


(Plowing ihe Ha newien in of SHED. 


'ERE it not for this, all-my for- 


- mer Labour and-Charges would 
be 
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be certainly loſt : For the Seed lying 
upon the Surface of the Ground, would 
be carried away by the Birds, before it 
could take any Root. Methinks I have 
here viſibly ſet before my Eyes the great 
 Neceffity of Meditation, to render the 

Word of God effeftual to us; and I can- 
not but think, that it is for want of that 
that Men profit ſo little by it. Men will 
take up a Bible, or ſome other good 
Book, and read in it a little while : 
They will go to Church, and hear a 
Sermon, and then they think their Work 
is done ; when alas! it is no more done, 
than my Work was done when 1 had 
Juſt ſcattered my Seed upon the Ground : 
A moſt neceſſary Part remains yet un- 
touched. A Man muſt go over it again 
gn ain, if he deſign to reap any 

ruit of. it. For as without this Har- 
rowing in the Seed, I conld not expect 
any Crops ; ſo without Meditation the 
' Benefit of God's Word will be loſt. 
| BareReading or Hearing is but juſt ſow- 


ing the Seed ; it lies but upon the Sur-. 


face of our Hearts, and will be moſt 
certainly ſnatched away by the Devil, 


unleſs by Meditation we let it in, and 


cover it as it were out of his Sight, 
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Beſcech thee therefore, O gracious 
Lord, teach'me as much Wiſdom 
* in the Management of, my Spiritual 
< Concerns, as I have of my Temporal; 
« and make me as careful of thy Word, 


« this, which can ſerve but fora Motnent. 
Qpen thou my Heart to receive it, and 
let it bring forth Fruit in abundance. 

« Teach me to meditate on thy Judge- 
< ments, and always to think upon thy 
< Name. 

_ + Lertme hide thyWords i in my Heart, 

< that I may not ſin againſt thee,” | 

. © Oefſtabliſhthy Word in thyServant, 

£ that] may ſear thee.” 


8Þ) . þ 
MOWTING. 


N:this Meadow here, how doth the 
Graſs ſtand before me, ſome old and 
withering, ſome young and blooming, 
mixt together! both-mult fall by the ſame 
Stroke of my Scythe ; and that which is 
to fall by the very next Stroke, ſtands as 
gay and inſenſible of its Danger, as that 
which will not fall till the very laſt, This 
is a lively Pi&ture of the World, wherein 


Men dwell, old and youpg rogether, till 
Death 


x; 

« that Seed of Eternal Life, as I am of 
«c 

0 


( 
4 
4 
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Death cuts them off; and for ought I can - 
ſee,they are all as careleſs andunconcerned - 
about their latter End, as this very Graſs. 
This is almoſt! inſufferable Folly, - that - 
Man, who knows he muſt die ere long, - 
_ and knows not but what. he may die this 
very Minute, ſhould yet make no Prepa- 
ration for Death. Bur whilſt young Men 
-. take it for 'gratited thar-they have many 
Years to come, and old Men think them, 
ſelves not ſo old, but that: they may live” 
one Year or two more, they doallio live 
_ ag.ut "og were: neyer to Fs 


UT teach: me, o) my God, ſo to. 
number. my Days, .that.I-may ap-- 

ply my Heart unto Wiſdom; Make.me. 
ſcriouſly,to..conſider that they. are bur, 
as;a Span, long; and my Age 1s no- 
thing! in reſpect of thee; and; that Men 
in their - very. beſt. Eſtate are altoge- 
[ther Vanity. As ſoon as thou ſcattereſt 
them, they are even. as. a. Sleep, .and 
fade | away ſuddenly like, the Graſs 
which in the Moraing, is green, and. 
gronerk, upz but in theEvening is cut, 
dowh, dried up, and withered. And 
now, Lord, ,what is my Hope? ? Truly 
MF Hope is even in thee. 1am but a. 
Stra nger | 
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« Stranger (and! a Sojourner here ; but 


« yet, O Lord, how unprepared am 1 
ro go to'my long Home !' O:ſpare me 
therefore a little, :that I'may recover 
my ſpiritual] Strength, before I go 
hence and be no more ſeen.”? 
I, 
WEE DING. 
©, here are plentifa} Reina, I per- 
ceive, of the old Curſe vpon Man's 
Diſobedience. Thorns and Fhiflles ſhall 
the Ground bring forth t6 thee, ſaid God 
to our Father Adam, and we his Children 
feel the Effetts of the Sentence to this 
Day ! Here ate no Thorns indeed, the 
Cultivation of the Ground prevent 
the Growth of them'; bug all-the'Culti- 
vation in the World will not wholly-pre- 


"a: a MM 


vent the Growth of Weeds. © AIFI can” © 


do is little enough to keep them from 
growing to ſuchan Head, as to overtop 
and choke the Corn,” / >And now what [ 
find in my: Field, the” fame do'T- feel in 
myſe}f ; the Corruption: of my Nature 
producing nothing burevil Fruits, which, 
if negle&ed, will ſoorr choke 'the Seed 
of Erernal Life; God hath-ſown in' my 
Heart. ' F do indeed, by the Power of 

TT On his 


me, ſome Exceſſes of Paſſion, ſome Wan- 
drings in Prayer, ſome Coldnefs i in Cha- 
rity, "and ſuch like Failings, which, tho? 


I daily ſtrive againſt, I fear I ſhall neyer” 


mw deſtroy. 


7. Mm SS. SS N @ &@ a a mm a a a a <a 2a 


O thy Mercy therefore, O Lord, 

do TI bertake myſelf, and not to 
my own Merits. O confider me not 
as I am in myſelf, for Iam vile and 
corrupt ; and if thou ſhouldſt be ex- 
treme to mark what 1s amiſs in me, 
how ſhould I ſtand before thee? In me, 
that is, in my Fleſh, dwelleth no good 


Thing. I feel a Law in my Members 
warring againſt the Law in my Mind; 
but grant, I beſeech thee, that it may 
never fo far prevail as to-bring me into. 
Captivity to the Law of Sin, - Aſſiſt 
me, I pray thee, with thy Grace, that 


I may not walk after the Flefh, but af- 
ter the Spirit. Do thou, utterly deſtroy 


thoſe "7+ th of the Old Man in me; 


mortify my evil Inclinations, ſubdue 


my. Luſts, and fo bleſs and proſper 
«« thoſe 
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kis Grace, wholly abſtain from ſuch groſs. 
and crying Sins as Murder, Adultery, ' 


Drunkenneſs, Swearing, &c. bur till I 
hnd ſome Remains of the Old Man min 
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thoſe Seeds of Religion thou haſt ſown 
in my Heart, that they may bring 
forth plentifully thirty, fixty, nay, 
an hundred fold.” 


= 0 * 0 08 


VI. 
GREEN CORN. 


OW beautiful doth this Field now 
look ! What a lovely Sight it is 

now, in compariſon of what it was when 
over-run with Brambles and Moſs! It 
was then the Picture of a Man in his un- 


converted State, when his Soul 1s, over- : 
run with vicious Habits, and his Life and - 
Attions all over deformed and irregular. 


Burt it is now the Reſemblance of theſame 


Man converted, when the Spirit of God . 
hath formed him into a new Creature.;. 


and there is an inexpreſſible Sweetneſs 


and Beauty in all-his Converſation; when . 
he is all Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffer- 
Ins ,Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meek- 


Temperance, &c. Lorg, what love- 


ly - Srdarn as theſe! who can be other-. 


wiſe'than raviſhed with them ? we 
FN RANT, O Lord, that I may 


£ ſee and abhor the Uglineſs of 


« Sin, and be taken with the Excellency 


* and 


*% » \ 
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and Beauty of Holinefs. Let me have 
no Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, or fuffer 
any Evil to dwell with me, Let my 
Delight be in the Saints thar are in the 
Earth, ahd in ſuch as excel in Virtue. 
O let me be always in love with Righ- 
teouſneſs, and ler my Countenance be- 
hold the Thing that is juſt. 

« Waſh me throughly from my Wick- 
edneſs, O God, and cleanſe me from 
my Sin. Make me a clean Heart, 
and renew a right Spirit within me; 


a Ka £6 


<: {o ſhall I be acceptable in thy Sight, O 


« Lord, myStrength and my Redeemer, 
VII. 
RI P:E CORN. 


NEE how this Corn ſtandeth, juſt 'as 
it did the laſt Year !' the Stalk rhe 
ſame, the Ear the ſame, and the Grain 


the ſame; only it doth not ſtand upbn 


the fame Spor of Ground. One would 


- think thatthe ſameCorn had only changed 


its Place, or rather, was riſen anew out 
of the Earth. The Manner how- this 


ſhould be, is to me inconceivable ; only 


that ſo it is, 1 ſee and am certain : And 


methinks I herein perceive the Work- 


ing of that Almighty Power, by which 
at 


5 . Roy — ee er eo eee 
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at the Laſt Day ſhall be wrought the 
Reſurrection of the Dead ; when the 


c ſcattered Particles of our Bodies ſhall be 


.re-united, and we ſhall riſe the very ſame 
Men we at preſent are, and appear be- 


fore the Judgement-Seat of God, to re- 


MAN ID BID. eB Bw BS. $9. GU REN” 


_ ceive according to the Things we do 
here, whether they be good or © bad: 


UST then this Body riſe again? 
O Lord, prepare it for that Re- 


1urrection. Let the Spirit of Chriſt 


ſo dwell in me now,that it may quick- 


en this mortal Body at the Laſt Day, ')' 


and raiſe it to eternal Life, . O Lord, 
let me not riſe to Shame and Confu- 
ſion of Face, but to Honour, Life, 
and Immortality. - Let my Converſa- 
tion be ſo. heayenly, and let me fo 


Jook for my. bleſſed Saviour, that A 


may. at laſt change this vile Body in 

to the Faſhion, of his glorious Body ; ; 
that this Mortal may put on Immor- 
cality, and this Corruptible may put 


, on. Incorruption ; that I may for ever 


triumph over Death and the Grave, 
and give Thanks to thee, my God, 
for giving me the Victory, through 


« our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 


VIII, 


————— —— ——— 
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VIE. : ©: 
REAPING. 
OW buſy are theſe Reapers at their 


Work! They cannot, for haſte, 
ſeparate all the Tares and Thiſtles from 


_ the Wheat, tho? their Maſter, could he 


help it, would not fuffer any thing but 
the pure Corn to enter his Barn. Actthe 
oreat Harveſt, I mean the End of the 


World, how buſy will the Angels be, in 


gathering all Mankind before the Throne 
of God! Butthey will makeclean Work; 
they will carefully gather out from among 
the- Elect all Things that offend, and 
every one-Which doth Iniquity; for God 


will ſuffer nothing unholy to enter his 
Kingdom. There will be no Tares,. no 


Creatures of the Devil admitted intoHea- 
ven ; but all ſuch ſhall be ſhut out; and 
not only ſo, but be caſt alſo into that 
Furnace of Fire, where is. wailing and 


- gnaſhing of Teeth for ever and ever. 


ORD, this is a ſerious Confidera- 


tion : Muſt I be judged ? And 
© ſhall .nothing unholy enter into thy 
« Kingdom ? W hat then. will become of 


* me, a milerable Sinner? QLord, waſh 
« me 


| 
i 
| 
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« me throughly from my Wickednefs, 
« and cleanſe me from my Sin. Grant 
« that the conſtant Senſe of this Judge- 
« ment may cauſe me to' work out my 
« Salvation with Fear and Trembling : 
« And to that End, do thou, I beſeech 
« thee, work in me to will and to do of 
« thy good Pleaſure; make me careful 
« of all my Actions, and every way ſuch 
'« as thou wouldſt have me to be. Lord, 
« I promiſe thee the fincere Obedience of 
* my whole Man ; but yet, after all, it 
« will be imperfe& : Do not thou there- 
« fore enter into ſtrict Judgment with thy 
« Servant ;' be not extreme to mark what 
« is done amiſs. All my Hope and Truſt 
« is in thy Mercy only; and by -that 
© Mercy, I beſeech thee, condemn me 
< not with the wicked World; but grant 
© that, being abſolved, I may, among 
< the Righteous, ſhine forth as the Sun 
© in the Kingdom of my Father.” 
F-23947 19 þ # 
Setting forth of TITHE. 
OW aml ſetting forth God's Por- 
N rion ; and, as it were offering to 
im the Firſt-Fruits of my Increaſe : 

And truly, it would be an ungratefnl 
Thing in-me to deny Him a Tenth Part, 
bY from 
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from whom Ireceive the Whole. But why 
do talk of denying it him ?.,itisin truth 
robbing him, to withhold but the leaſt 
Part of this, which the Piety of our An- 
ceſtors hath dedicated to him. Alas! Ir 
is what I never had a Right to: And 
when I ſet forth the Tythe, I give him 
that which was never mine. I never 
bought it in any Purchaſe,” nor do I pay 
for it in my Rent, What then? ſhall our 
Anceſtors engroſs the whole Reward of 
this Piety? No, I am reſolved to par- 


!_ take with them; for what they piouſly 


gave, I will religiouſly pay 3 and I do 
in my Heart ſo far approve of what they 
have done, that were it left to myſelf, to 
ſet apart what Portion I myſelf ſhould 
think fit, for the Maintenance of God's 
Miniſters, I ſhould take Care that He, 
by. whom I receive ſpiritual Things, 
po: want nothing of my Gs 


'O thou thetefore, O my Ged, ac- 
4 cept:iof this. Tribute whuch I owe 
, thes for all thy. Mercies. It 1s, 1 con- 
+ + feſs,: thine own; but do thou accept of 
6 me. in rendering thee thine own.z for 
| © thou,whoſearcheſt the Hearts,knoweft 
\ * that Ido itchearfully, freely and wil- 
| B « lingly, 
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* lingly. AndI beſeechthee to keep me 
© inthis Frameof Mind, thatl may never 
© covet any Man's Goods, much leſs that 
< which 1s thine, Set a Watch, O Lord, 
< over mine Eyes and Hands, let them 
< never be defiled with Rapine and Sa- 
« crilege; that ſo the dreadful Curſe 
< which followeth the Thief, may never 
< enter into my Houſe to conſume it. 

« And further, I pray thee, that of thy 
« Mercy thou mayſt ſo bleſs the Labour 
« of my Hands, that I may havea large 
« Portion yearly dedicated to thyService 


and that in Exchange for theſe Things - 


temporal, I may receive the Things 
which are ſpiritual and eternal,” 


X. 
THRESHING. 


N the Sweat of thy Face thou ſhalt eat 

Bread, was partofthat Sentence which 
God denounced againſt Man, for his eat- 
ing the forbidden Fruit: And had not 
that Sentence taken Effe&t, I had been 
eaſed of this Labour. Yet I cannot but 
acknowledge both theW1ſdom and Good- 
neſs of God in this Puniſhment, as wellas 
his Juftice : For as it was not fit that ſuch 
a ſhameful Diſobedience ſhould go un- 


2: puniſhed ; } 


: 
| 
' 


| 
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puniſhed ; ſo it was utterly impoſſible 
that any Puniſhment could be better ſuit- 
ed tothe Offenders, or carry in it greater 
Signs of Mercy; nay, this Puniſhment 
itlelf 1s a Mercy to us: For conſidering 
the Corruption which Sin hath brought 


, upon our Nature, were it not. neceſſary 


that we ſhould ſpend the greateſt Part of 
our Strength and Time in providing for 
our Subſiſtence, we ſhould ſpend them in 
doing Miſchief, Alas! we can ſcarce 
have one ſpare Minute lying upon our 
Hands, but we are preſently employing 

_ 1t vainly or wickedly : What then would 
Men have been, ſhould they have had' 
plenty of all Things, and nothing in the 
World to do ? Surely this Earth would 
have been an Hell. 


My God, how can I do otherwiſe 
than adore thy Goodneſs and 
Mercy, even whilſt I ſuffer by thy Jul- 
tice ? How gracious art thou in puniſh-' 
ing Man-for his Sin, when thy Puntſh= 
ment is deſigned as a Means to. keep 
him from greater Evils? Thou haſt laid 


36 upon him a Neceſſity of being employ- 


_ . © ed innocently, leſt he ſhould employ 
_ | © himſelf wickedly. And as 1 adore this 


B 2 < thy 
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thy Goodneſs to Mankind in general, 
ſo I do alſo as to my own particular, I 
doubt not but thou 1aweſt that this 
laborious State of Life was fitteſt for 
me, or thou wouldeſt not have called 
me to it. -/O give me Grace to be re- 
ſigned to thy:good Pleaſure, and to be- 
have myſelf with that Humility and 
Contentedneſs, that after the Work of 
this Life-is. done, I may 5 with thee 
tor ever. and ever. 
13:3 MT; 
WINNOWING. 
"HEN 7ohbn the Baptiſt came to 
prepare the Way of Chriſt, he 
ſaid of him, *+* That the Fan. was in his 
Hand, and he would throughly purge 
his Floor, and gather his W heat into the 
Garner, but he would burn up the,Chaft 
with unquenchableFire:?W hichcertainly 
muſt mean, That Chriſt would ſeparate 
the Wicked'from among theRighteous, 
as Men by :Winnowing: ſeparate Chaft 
trom Wheat \And this-Chriſt hath often 
cone bythe Means of Perſecutions, when 
the Hy yporrites fly. out of-the Church as + 
Chaff outofthe Floor, and only thefaith- 
tul Servantsof God maintain their Ground 
by Suffering, But yet he will do it more 
eftectually 
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eff-Ctuallyat the Day of Judgement, when 
only the Righteous ſhall be received into 
Heaven, as good W heat is into the Gar- 
ner ; and all the Wicked ſhall be blown 
away with the Breath of his Mouth, into 

. - the eternal Flames of Hell. 


G\ My , God, give me a firm and 
: edfalt F at, ſuch asno Storms 
« or Temptations may be able to move. 
< Leadme'tiot, I pray thee, into Temp- | 
« tation ; but if thou doſt, enable me to [ 
« withſtand it. | Rather chaf deny thee, 
« Jer” me chuſe even Death with Tor- ! 
* ments. Make me ready to ſuffer any f 
© Thing for thy Sake ; and give me ſuch 
« an invincible Patience under my Suffer. 
© 1ngs, that my Faith may be found in 
'c< 
C 
'C 
£c 
o 
C 
C 
6 
- 
o 


ad X - yy _— Fey . = - > ® PY * l 4 
OT ET BE ns a rs Een alba i Bai Cont ro th O— 


the Day of the Lord laudable, glori- | 
ous and honourable. Let nothing make 
me ſwerve from the Truth and Wa 
of thy Commandments, much leſs ler 
me be carried away with every Wind 

«£ of Dodtrine. Let meever remain with- 
in thy Church Militant here, that at 
laſt I may be made a Member of thy 
Church Triumphant hereafter. O fir 
and prepare me for that dreadful Day 
of Trial, wherein all the Ungodly ſhall 


8 "#8 
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* be as Chaff, which the Wind ſcatter- 
« eth away from the Face of the Earth : 
« Make me able to ftand in the Judge- 
« ment, and let me be ſaved in the Con- 
« gregation of the Righteous. 


XII. 
Going to Market. _ 

OW am I going amidſt a Werld 

of Temptations, I am going to 
Buy and Sell, an hazardous Employ- 
ment, and in which, it is hard for a Man 
to maintain his Innocence, It is a true 
Saying, that of the Son of Sirach, As @ 
Nail flicketh faſt between the joinings of the 
Stones; ſo doth Sin flick cloſe beiwixt Buying 
and Selling, When I buy, I am apt to 
depreciate and vilify my Neighbours 
Goods; and when I ſell, I am apt to 
commend and extol my own ; both, God 
knows, very often againit my own Con- 
ſcience. Thus for a ſmall Matter is a 
Man often betrayed into great Sins z and 
this is called Shrewdneſs : But whateyer 
it be, I am ſure, it is not true Wiſdom, 
nor will any Man be the better for it at 
the laſt: For let a Bargain be never 10 
g00d upon all other Accounts, yet it is 
abundantly too hard, if it colt a Man 
his Innocence, fag B 
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« F Am goirg, O Lord, where I ſhall 
c be aſſaulted by one of the moſt 
« powerful of my ſpiritual Enemies: Do 
* thou fight in me, and for me, or I muſt 
« needs be overcome. Convince me of 
« the Vanity of all Things here below, 
« and that no Gain can countervail the 
* Lols of a good Conſcience, Let me 
« conltder that the whole World can pro- 
« fit me nothing, #fI ſhould loſe my own 
« Soul. Sect a Watch, O Lord, over my 
« Mouth, that I offend not with my 
« Tongue, Let me dountoall Men, as 
« I would thay ſhould do unto me. Make 
« me true and juſt in all my Dealings. 


« Qlet me keep Innocency, and do the 


« Thing thatis right, ſince thatonly will 
« bring me Peace at the Jaſt.” 
XIII. 
Folding of Sheep. 


Creatures leap out and ſtray trom 
Its Fold, it would perhaps meet a Thiet 
to cut its Throat, or a malicious Neigh- 
bour to drive it to the Pound. To belſure, 
it would find noone to take the Care of it, 
as I do. How much leſs is the Hazard of 


thoſe People, who run away from their 


B 4 OW!N 


OW, ſhould one of thele poor. 
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own Church, and leave their own Paſtor ? 
How many of them are deceived PY 
Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing, andled m- 
to very dangerous Errors? Whilſt they 
{ftraggle into By-paths, how many Mil- 
chiefs do they fall into before they are 
aware? There are a great many Pirt-falls 
and Snares in their Way, and an Abund- 
ance of crafty Men, that lie in wait tode- 
ceive, True indeed, thoſe donot run ſucl: 
great Hazards, which' follow others thar 
are true Shepherds, ſuch as are lawfully 
called totheir Charge, and came in by the 
Door : But yet, 1s it not'a Folly to kave 
him, who hath taken particular Charge 
of my Soul, and muſt give God an Ac. 
count for it; and run after another, who 
15 not ſo obliged to take Care of me, and 
perhaps will take none? Men may talk 


What they pleaſe of greater Edification ? 


but ſhould one of my Sheep run away 
from me, and ſtill thruſt itſelf under ano- 
ther Shepherd, I ſhould not hope toe 
it thrive very faſt. =: W's 


6 Reſerve me, O my God, in the 

6 Communion of thy Church, Suf- 

* ter me not to wander in the By-paths 

« of Schiſm or Hereſy, Take from cy 
: © a 
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« all Vanity and Lightneſsof Spirit, and 
© let me have nothing to do with thoſe 
« that are given to change; © Give me a 
© ſound Judgement and right 'Under- 
« ftandingin all Things, atid letrme keep 
* the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
« Peace. Make me of a meck and hum- 
« ble Mind, let me know the Voice of my 
« true Shepherd, and always follow ir. 
* And do thou, O blefſed*Feſus, thou 
« preat Shepherd of the Sheep, keep me z 
* and keep alſo my Shepherd, for he alſo 
« Ka Sheepof thine: pred faithfully 
« followthy Voice, and F his, till we both 
« arrive at everlaſting Happineſs. Have 
« Mercy allo, Ipra hag upon the diſ- 
e raed Stare of 'C Chriſtendom: 'Unite 
«all ourBreaches,and heal'our Diviſions; 
« and grantthat we may all be one Sheep- 
« fold under thee our a 
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Is XIV. 
rAATT L E. 1 | 
OW do all theſe Creatures do their 
' Duties irt their ſeverab Kinds! The 
Horſes are ready GURE to draw fry Plow 


and Cart,” or to' carry me'and'my-Bur- 


thens3”the Cows twice/ a' Day” return 
Home with" lieir Udders 'haden with 
7 19 279WO T5 " — 9301 Milk 
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Milk, and the Sheep yield me both Food 
and Raiment. Theſe are all made for 
the Service of Man, and perform it ac- 
cordingly : But yet Man, who was made 
for the Service of God, turns Rebel and 
Diſobedient. Merhinks theſe very Beaſts 
upbraid us with Baſeneſs and Ingratitude : 

For do they ſerve us, who do them but 
very little Good? Are not we then vile 
unthankful Wretches, who refuſe to ſerve 
that God, to. whom we owe all that we 
are or have z that God, who created us, 
redeemed us, and doth -nhy" bs more abun- 
Ty for us than we can aſk or think ? 


c My God, I will love thee, 1 will 
6 obey thee, Havel all theſe good. 
> Things —_ thee, nay, have I my, 
< own Being from thee, and ſhall not [. 
* ſerve thee? Do theſe ſenſeleſs Creatures 
* obey thee for my good, and ſhall not 
* I obey thee when it is for my own? O 
«. create in me a thankful Heart 3 make 
« me truly ſenſible of my great Obliga- 
« tions to (thee, and let-me expreſs my. 
« Thankfulneſs to thee in-an entire Obe- 
« dienceto thy Will, Let me reſign my- 
« ſelf up wholly to thy Diſpaſal, and 
<, ſerve thee with;alt'the Powers of my 


«* Body and Soul, Let me dothy Will 
6 as 
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< ' ag perfeEtly as theſe thy Creatures do it 


* on Earth, yea, rather, as thy Angels 
« doit in Heaven. 


Dep * 

Foddering of CATTLE, 
HAT haſte do theſe poor Crea- 
tures make to me, as ſoon as I 
appear among them with their Food? I 
need not call them twicez and if I ſtay: 
a little longer than uſual, they by Low- 
ing and Bleating call upon me. O that 
we Men were but as ſenſible of the Ne- 
ceſlities of our Souls, as theſe Creatures 
are of the Wants of their Bodies! How 
eagerly then ſhould we embraceall Means 
of Grace which God hath afforded us! 
How diligent ſhould we be in reading 
the Scriptures ? How conſtant at Prayers 
and Sacraments? How attentive to the 
Word preached? But alas! inſtead of. 
that, How do we negk<& the Word of 
Life? either not Reading or Hearing at 
all, ar at beſt with Careleſneſs and In- 
differency ; the publick Worſhip we 
either cauſeleſly abſent from, or coldly 
attend to; we turn our Backs upon the 
Sacrament, and ſhamefully reject the 
Bread of Life when offered to us. Thus. 
under plenty of fpiritual Nouriſhmenr, 
We 


\\ 
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we chuſe to ſtarve and ſo our Carcafes 
be but provided for, little do we care 
what becomes of our poor Souls. 


AVE. Mercy therefore upon us, 
O Lord, andgive us a jult Senſe 
* of our ſpiritual Wants and Necefliries, 


Ga a6 


* Weanus from the Things of this World, 


* and ix our Aﬀectionson 'T hingsabove. 

« Letour Hopes and Delires be fet upon 
« Heaven/and heavenly Things, that ſo 
« we may be as careful to preſerve our 
« ſpiritual Lite, as theſe Creatures are 
« theirnatural. Asthe Hartpanteth after 


© the Water-brooks, ſo may our Souls 


« pant after thee, our God, Give us; O 
« Lord, that bleſſed Hunger and Thirſt 
afterRighteouſneſs,to which alone thou 


6G «a «6 


teach us to'ſeek after that living Bread 
which came down from Heaven, ' that 


"A a 


F 


"VL Ps 
Lo in Corn or Callle. py 
HIS is a great” Lofs, but yet, 


Puniſhment of my Sins; nay, very much 
leſs than my Sins deſerve ; did rot God 
in Judgement remember Mercy,he might 
nave deſtroyed all my Subſtance, er 


haft promiſed entire SatisfaQtion ; and 


lo we _ eat of it, and live for ever, 


muſt 'confeſs, that it is but a juſt 
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and myſelf too, both Body and Soul in 
Hell. O the malignant Nature of Sin ! 
it taints the very Air we breathe in; it 
blaſts our Crops,and brings Diſeaſesupon 
our Cattle : Sometimes it raifes Floods, 
and drowns the Fruits of our Land: 
Sometimes it makes the Heavens as dry 
as Braſs, *and hardens the Earth as Iron, 
In ſhort, it putteth the whole Frame of 
Nature out of Courſe. And, who can wg 
blame for this, but ourſelves? As for 
God, he doth not willingly afflict us; 
and when he doth it, he doth it as a Fa- 
- ther, for our own good. If we did not 
| ſmart under his Rod ſometimes, we ſhofltl 
be utterly undone 3 we ſhould be: apts 
&O on in our Sins, without any Remorſe, | 
and ſo periſh for ever. (pid "© [| 


34 


\ LORD, I ko iedge thine 
Hand, and confeſs thy uſtice 
in chis Puniſhment : Give meGrace to 
bear it patiencly,' and ts amend thoſe 
Faulrs which have drawn it on me:*O 
Lord, T am ſorry for my Sins, and: 
promiſe thee a better Obedience for the 
Tinie to come. Do thou therefore, 
beſeech thee, withdraw thine aftliting 
« Hand from me ;” ſay to the Deſtroyer, 
* is enough ; for chrovgh thy Ain 
ace 
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Grace, 1t ſha]l be enough for my Re- 
formation. But if chou ſeeſt it very ne- 
ceſTary for me to be more ſeverely dealt 
with, I bumbly lay myſelf and all I 
have at thy Feet; even take all; ſtrip 
me as naked as ever I was born; do 
what thou wilt with me in this World ; 
only, I beſeech thee, by thine 6wn 
Mercies, and the Blood of my deareſt 

Saviour, ſave my Soul in the next, 


XVII. 
RENT-DAY. 


OW doth my Landlord expect 
his Rent, and I have accordingly 
rovided it for him, It is one of my 

ateſt Cares to keep my Accounts even 
with him : Would I were as careful about 

my. Accounts with God, which are of a 
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much greater Concern: For God's Te- | 


nant I am in an extraordinary Manner 
of him I hold my very Being, all that I 
am, and all that I enjoy ; and furely he 
expeRts that I ſhould make him ſome Re- 
turns. There 1s a Rent due to him too, 
even the Improvement of all the Talents 
he hath put into my Hands, and ſurely I 
ought to take Care to pay itz eſpecially 
fince he doth not, like my earthly Land- 

lord, require it for his own Sake, = 


Pa 
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for mine : For tho? his be the. Glory, yet 
mine 1s the Benefit. The Returns I make 
to him, make menever the poorer, and 
yet will for ever encreaſe my Reward. 


:S 


o 
c 
o 
C 
c 
c 
+ 
() 

» 
o 
- 
c 
6 

C 

C 


] 


Gracious God, thou haſt ſent me 
\ Into this World, and entruſted 
me with many Talents to! improve to 
thy Glory : O let me not be a ſlothful 
Servant ; but do thou ſo quicken my 
Induſtry, that I may make thee ſuch 
Returns as thou requireſt of me. Let 
me not be careful only how todt{charge 
my Obligations to my earthly Land- 
lord, (though for that alſo let me be 


4 duly careful z and do thou, I pray 


thee, bleſs me in my Care ; but let my 


main Endeavour be, to acquit''myſelf 


to thee, my God ; that when I ſhall 
appear before thee, at the great Day 
of Account, TI may receive that bleſſed 
Sentence z Hell done, good and faithful 
Servant, enter thou ints the Foy of thy 
Lord. : Grant this, O blefled God, for 
* Chil Fefus his Sake. 1 
041: YEE 
PLANTING, 
Plant this Tree here, in hopes thatere 
long it may prove a goodone :- But if 
ſhould prove otherwiſe, I ſhould re- 


pent 
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pent of the Pains I beſtow on itz I ſhould 
think it unworthy the Ground it ſtands 
on 3 nor would I ſuffer it ro ſtand long. 
Now, can I pronouncetheſe Things con- 
cerning this Tree? What thendolT think 
God pronounced concerning me,” when 


he made me? Surely, he. deſigned I * 


ſhould anſwer the Ends of my Creation, 


in doing my Duty to him, my Neigh-_ 


bour and myſelf, He gave me-not my 
Being, nor, did he endow :my Soul and 
Body with ſuch excellent' Powers as he 


- hath, for meto do no Good in the World, 
hack leſs for-me to do Miſchief. What | 


then can I expect from him, if I fail'of 
theſe Ends, but the ſame; Meaſure I 
threaten this Tree with, it it ptove fruit- 
leſs, even to be rooted. outs ng utterly 
ay eel W. 1687 3D0rF-v; 


Glorious Gads "Sha. haſt of ty 

\ mere: Goodneſs made-me out'of 
« Nothing, g1ve me'\ Grace toglority 
< thee-in my Life and Actions : Since I 
« am thy Creature, let' me anlwer the 
« End of my Creation, in living as be- 
£ comes thy, Creature, Letime ſerve thee 
s with all, the, Fares. of my ,Soul and 

q ; Body, and, SITI 0 Way att am able 
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advance thy Glory, 'and do thee Ser- 
vice. Olet me never give thee Cauſe 
to repent that thou-haſt "made me, and 
to deſtroy me, as thou didſt the Old 
World ; but let me always ſo behave 
myſelf, that thou mayſt delight in me, 
and do me Good, finceI am the Work 
of thine own Hands. 


XIX. 
GRAFTING. 


IS a wonderful Thing to ſee, how 

by this Means the Nature of a Tree 
is altered! A Crab brings forth a good 
Apple; a wild ſour Cherry, bears a Kind 
and ſweet one : And in ſhort, all Trees, 
however rough and unpleaſant in them- 
ſelves, are made to be mild and plea- 
fant Fruit. Suchas this Stock was before 


-it was grafted on, ſuch is the beſt of 


Mankind in his corrupt natural State, 
Alas! were weleftto ourſelves, we ſhould 
do no Manner of Thing that is good ; 

all our Works would be vile and unpled.- 
fant in the Sight of God. But when a 


. Man is, by the Baptiſm of Repentances ach, | 
grafted in the Body of Chriſt's Church, 


he'becomesa new Creature, and lives by 


the Influence of anOUNY Spirit, It is true 
indeed, 


<ovonwnys 
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indeed, there are too many, who, tho* 
engrafted into the Church, live no bet- 


ter, nay worſe than many Heathens: But 


theſe are dead Cyons, ſuch as the Sap and 
Spirit of the Tree cannot enter; and 
therefore they ſhall be cut off again, and 
caſt into the Fire, [oy 


: Blefled Lord, who haſt been pleaſ- 
Y ed in Mercy to engraft me into 
« the Body of thy holy Church, grant 
«* that I may be alſo a living Member 
© thereof. Regenerate me by the Grace ,\. 
* of thy holy Spirit, that I may walk 
« worthy of the Vocation wherewith Iam 
« called. Grant that all carnal AﬀeCtions 
* may die in me; and all Things be- 
« longing to the Spirit, may live and 
« grow in me. Let me not be a fruit- | 
«* leſs Branch in the Vine of thy Church, 
© and ſo be cut off from it ; but let me 
« bear Fruit, and abide in it for ever. 
CR © > 
PRUNING. 
| OW apt are theſe Trees to put forth | 
fruitleſs Branches, which, 1f I did | 
not cut them off, would draw all the 
Strength and Sap: to themſelves, inſo- 
much that I ſhould have no Fruit ou 
the 


The Huſbandman's Manual. 43 


the gathering. 1 ſee in thefe the Reſem- 
blance of my own corrupt Nature, which 
1s too apt to. indulge its own fooliſh and 
extravagant Luſts, and to ſpend all my 
Time-and Strength in Folly and Vanity ; 
_negleCting the mean while the Duries of 
Religion, thoſe Fruits which alone are 
worthy of a Man, and a Chriſtian, and 
which alone will turn to any Account. I 
mult therefore be as watchful over myſelf, 
as over my Orchard : I muſt diligently 
obſerve my own vicious Inclinations ; and 
© whenſoever any one ſtarts forth, I muſt 
cut it off: I muſt mortify my Luſts, and 
learn to deny myſelf, it I intend to live 
as becomes me, and to bring forth Fruits | 
worthy of my Profeſſion. | 


_ 


-* FA Lord, I ſee and bewail the Cor- 
: _ruption of my own Nature, my 
« Averlion to. Good, and -Inclinationto 
« Evil: O do thou mortify my Lufts, 
© and quicken thoſe Seeds of Good which 
< thy holy Spirit hath planted in me. 
.* Preyent me always with thy Grace, 
{ © that I may never indulge mylelt in 
« Folly and Vanity, bur ſeek to do thoſe 
« Things only, which may render me ac- 
« ceptable in thy Sight. Give me that 
« excellent 
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« excellent Grace of Self-denial, that ſo 
< I may never give Way to'my fooliſh 
Paſſions, and unreaſonable ' Deſires. 
Let nothing proceed from *me, but 
what becomes a Man and a Chriſtian, 


0" (@. 0. 6 


ART © : 

COCKCROW ING. 

OW hath this Bird awaked me 
out of my Sleep, as it were to tell 
me, That the' night #5 far ſpent, and the 
Day is at Hand: That it is even Time for, 
me to afiſe, and betake myfelf to my 
Work. Burt yer'this is not the only Sleep 
I ought to awake from : There is a more 
dangerous Sleep of Sin and Ignorance, 
from which alfo I ought to awake : Nor 
yet is my worldly Bufinefs the main Con- 
cern I have in Hand; no, the Buſineſs 
of my Soul Is the main Concern of m 

Life; and unleſs I be vigilant and induſ- 

rrious in that, 'all my Induftry j in worldly 
Matters will be of fo little” Advantage 
to me, that 1 ſhall! be undone for ever. 


Had the Cock-crowing rouſed St Perer 4 


ſo far only as to bethink himſelf of Chis 
fiſhing Trade, that it was not for him to 
loiter about” Courts, but to! 89 and earn 

w-—- , 'his 


and make me fruitful inal good Works. 


- 
, 


ff 
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his Livelihood ; what had. become of 
him ? But becauſe it rouſed' him to Re- 


pentance, it ſaved his Soul, 


C Plates. Jeſus, who by the Crow- 
, ing of a Cock didſt recall thy 
c Saw zter, when fallen rom thee, 
< and cauſe him to bewail his denying 
« thee with penitent Tears ; ſuffer me 
© not, I beleech thee, to lie ſecure under 
* the Guilt of any one Sin, for Want of 
< a faithful Monitor : But whenſogver I 
« fall from my Duty, let every Thing 
< be to me, Sad that Cock-crowing was 
© to Peter, a Warning to me of, my Sin 
< and of my Danger. And do thou, O 
« Lord, turn and Jook upon me; give 
< me Grace to take ſuch Notice of That 
« Warning, as thereon to repent imme- 
< diately, . as. Peter didz and let my 
« Repentance be accepted of, as his Was, 
« for thy Mercies Sake. 


GE -  , © 
Going forth to W 4% 
TOW 1s the Day come on 3 - the Sun 


peeps over the Tops of the Hills, 
and ſpreads Light over the Face of the 


_ Earth; the. Shades . of - the Night are 


vaniſhed, and the Beaſts of Prey have 
laid 
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laid themſelves down in their Dens. Man 
goeth forth to his Work, and to his La- 
bour, till the Evening. As the Earth 
was Covered - with Darkneſs before the 


Sun's appearing, ſo was all the Heathen 
World with the diſmal Night of Igno- 


rance, till the Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe, . 


and by the glorious Light of the Goſpel 
diſperſed that Darkneſs and Shadow of 
Death: And what becomes Man now, 


but to go forth to his Labour? TI mean, 


the Work of Religion, and the Service 
of God. Whilſt we have the Light, it is 


Art we ſhould walk in it z having no Fel- _ 


lowſhip with the unfruitful Works of 
Darkneſs, but live as becomes the Chil- 
dren of Light, 


Gracious God, who haft of thine 
infinite Mercy given Light to us 


of Death ; Grant, me Grace to live in 
a Manner anſwerable to the great Ad- 
vantagesI enjoy. Let menot miſ-ſpend 
this precious Time thou haſt given me, 
wherein to prepare for Eternity ; and 
to that End teach me, I pray thee, to 
glorify thee in the Work of my Hands, 
Let. every Thing I do for the Main- 

| | * tengnce 


who ſat in Darkneſs and the Shadow 
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« tenance of this frail Life, put me in 
< mindof providing for a better : Whilſt 
« mine Eyes look down to this Earth, let 
« my Soul look up to thee, my God, in 
< Heaven ;: Whilſt I labour for this Meat 
« that periſheth, let me gain that which 
« endureth to eternal Lite: And whilſt 
« I work in the Buſineſs of my Calling, 
< Jet me work out my own Salvation. 


XXIII. 


BEES. 


HEY fay, that every Hive is a Pat- 
tern of a wel] governed Common- 


wealth: That there 1s the King, the No- 


es, and the Commonalty, acting all in 
their ſeveral Places,and the meanefſt doin 
their Duty, with as much Chearfulnes 
as the greateſt : There are no Murmur- 


_ ers nor Complainers amongſt them ; no 


Schiſmaticks nor Separatiſts ; but all 
unite their Powers for promoting one 
common Intereſt. And truly this is the 
ready Way to proſper and flouriſh. 
Would to God we Men were butas wiſe, 
either in Church or State, Whether our 
Governors do their Duty or not, is not 
mine to judge. This is but too manifeſt, 
that we Subjects do not ours; for wears 
every one of us driving on ſeparate In- 

tereſts, 
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tereſts, as if we were not of one and the 
ſame Nation, and. we divide in Matters 
of Religion, as if we were not Members 
of one and the ſame Church ? as if we 
had not one Lord, one Faith, . one Bap- 
tiſm, one God to ſerve, and one e Hope 
of Salyation, 


O God, love Mercy upon this Door 
diſtrated Church and Nation ; 
heal our Breaches, and unite our Divi- 
ſions, make us all of one Heart and of 
one Sou] : Bleſs our Governors, that 
they may intend nothing butthy Glory, 
and thy Peoples Good ; And make 

that are Sub} jects, humble, ates 
.and NE ron in our ſeveral Callings; 
that each of us may, in his Place,  en- 
deavour to promote Righteouſneſs and 


rity and doing Good; that ſo, we may 


the Welfare of the Nation, the,Pro- 
ſperity of the Church, and the:Salva- 
tion of all our Souls ; thro? Jeſus Chriſt,” 
XXIV. vo.) 

li MA BETS. 065-0597 
HE Ant is a very wiſe Creature; 


W'' we may believe the wifeſt- of 
Men, 


M,0,A,.,A A BEMLRE to > hn wed hey S066 


Peace, and to excel each other in.Cha- 


drive on one common fatereſt, wiz, 


SC 
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Men, who-accordingly bids us-go to her, 
and conſider herWays,and be wiſe, Truly 
the Foreſight of this little Creatureis very 
admirable, and it may, be profitable as 
well as pleaſant, to obſerye how carefully 
ſhe. lays.up in a Time of Plenty, and 


|, provideth againſt an Evil Day : For, 


cannot I hence. learn 1o much.Wiſdom, 
as (now that Lam in Health and Strength, 

and beſt able to improve thoſe Means of 
Grace which are afforded me) to lay up 
in ſtore, and provide againſt the Time 


of Age and Sickneſs, ad the Hour of 


Death? Alas! all the Comfort I ſhall then 
be capable of, muſt ariſe from Wallin 
the Hop& of 


RE lH TART: 
a bleſſed Eternity. Ah! thoſe are ſtupid 


Fools, who ſpend the Summer of their 
Life in Sin and Vanity; ſo that when the 


- Winter bf Old Age comes, and they 


begin to droop and die, have I 
no Proviſion made tor a Death-bed. 


co theſe little Creatures to learn 
Wiſdom ; Grant that I may learn fo 
much as to be wiſe unto Salvation. 
Teach me to look forward to the End 
C © of 


YE A. 7. OS 


Gracious God, thou haſt ſent me - 
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© of my Days, and conſider that Health 
© and Sttength are Phings but of ſhort 
© 'Continuance;, that the Summer of my 
< Lite will bequickly over:: and that it 
* concerns metoprovideagainſt the Time 
© of, Sickneſs and Death. Let me there- 
« fore now remember thee my Creator 


. © in the Days of my Youth, and treaſure 


< up thy Favour, whilft the” evil Days 
© come not, nor the Years draw nigh, 
« when I ſhall fay,'T have no Pleaſure 
© in them. Olet me make ſo'good Uſe 
« of my. preſent Time and Adyantages, 


« that when nothing can afford me any 
from withour, I may ow 


< within met v 
« Conſcience ; and that when my Fleſh 
© and my Heart faileth, Thou, O God, 


© mayeſt be the Strength of my Heart, 


« and my Portion for ever. 
The Singing of Bzrds. 


OWdelightful do theſe pretty Crea- 
H tures make the Fields! How do 
L 


ey ſweeten our Labour, and their own 


_ Lives? For they, no doubt, | take Plea- 


ſure in their own Muſick; and their Plea- 
fure is pure, and unmixed with gore 
| they 
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they know not where to find their next 
Meal: And good reaſon why ; for they 
have God-himſfelf to feed them. But have 
not I the. ſame God to provide for me, 
that they have ? What then do I mean, 
to be ſo often thoughtful and anxious as 


| Tam? Surely God hath as much Care for 


me as for theſe Birds; yea, he hath 
abundantly more ; for he hath done in- 
finitely more for me ; and I bave his ex- 
preſs Promiſe, That if 1 will but ſerve 
him, he will provide for me.” Away then 
all doubtful and anxious Thoughts; I will 
henceforward-caft all myCare-upon God: 

So to do is, 1 am ſure, my Duty; and 
by ' theſe Creatures I ſee, it would be 
allo Us Happinels. 


Gracious God, of thee I am, and 

on thee I depend : My Bring 
and. my Well-being 1s the Effect of thy. 
meer Goodneſs: O teach me duly to 
rely upon that Goodneſs : Baniſh from 
me all Anxiety and Thoughtfuineſs 
about the Things of this Lite, "Thou 
haſt given me my Body, and ſhall not. 
I truſt thee for Raiment ? That haſt 
given me my Lite, and ſhall not I rely. 
upon thee for Food ? Thou haſt done 
C' 2 «the 
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the greater Things for me, and ſurely 
thou wilt not deny me the leſſer. I 
know indeed, that by my Neglect of 
thy Kingdom, and of thy Righteouſ- 
neſs, I have forfeited my Right to thy 
Promiſe of providing tor me; but I 
ſolemnly vow to thee a ſtrifter and 
better Obedience for the Time to come: 
O give me Grace to fulfil my Vow, : and 


any Thing thar is for my Good. 


Sev 0; iu 
Going Home from Work. 
OW have I done my Day's Work, 
and am going Home with Sartiſ- 
taction: How much better is this than a 
Day ſpent in Revelling andDrunkenneſs? 
t have now a confidentA ſſurance of God's 


Favour, approving what I have done. 

I can now lay myſelt down in Peace, and 
without Fear of any Evil. How much 
Toy doth there now ſpring up' within my 


Breaſt, from the Meditations and Pray- 
ers which levery now and then give my- 


ſelf up to in the midſt of my Work? 


My Heart is enlarged, and my Spirit re- 
freſked. Did Men but know the Pleaſure 


of a well-ſpent Day, they would never 


ſpend 


then I know thou wilt not let me want. 


bd bs 


Pa 
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ſpend one amiſs. Let others delighr 
themſelves in Ribaldry, lewd Talk, and 


_ fooliſh Jeſting: I ſhall not envy them 


their mad Laughter: For my own 
Part, I have more Satisfaction now from 
one pious Thought, than I could have 
had from a thouſand {uch Follies, 


My gracious and merciful God, 
give me Grace, I pray thee, to 
ſpend every Day of my Life to as good 


Purpoſe as | have, through thy Aſſiſt- 


ance,done this. O let me never do any 


Thing that may diſhonour thee, or 


wound my own Soul that ſo when my 


_ © Days draw to an End, and my Life is 
ſpent, I may have as much Satisfaction 


in looking back upon the wholeCourſe 


of it, as I now have from this one Day; 


ſign my Soul into thy Hands, with an 
aſlured Hope of eternal Life.. Let me,, 
I befeech thee, go to my Grave as I do 
now to my Home, in Peace; and grant, 
that after my Body hath ſlept its ap- 
pointed Time, it may. be raiſed to a 
glovious Immortality; let me with Joy 


meet my bleſſed Saviour at his coming; 
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and do thou come, Lord Jelus, come 


* quickly. Amen W9 A: 
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A Morning Prayer for a Family. 


Holy, great and glorious Lord 

God! Look graciouſly down, we 
beicech thee, upon us thy unworthy Ser- 
vants, who deſire to offer up unto thee 
our Morning Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving tor all thy Goodneſs to- 
wards us. Thou madeſt us when we were 
nothing : Thou redeemedſt us when we 
were worſe than nothing z and notwith- 
ſtanding our repeated Provocations againſt 
thee, doſt ſtill continue thy Favour to us, 
and thy Mercies are renewed every Morn- 
ing. We confeſs, O Lord, that we are 
unworthy of the leaſt of them z for we 
have ſinned againſt thee, both in Thought, 
Word, and Deed. But we know and feel 
that thy Compaſſions tail not. Olet us no 
longer deſpiſe theRiches of thy Goodneſs, 
Forbearance, and Long-ſuffering ; but 
grant, that they may now at length lead 
us toRepentance. Give us Grace to lead 
all the Remainder of our Lives in thy 
Fear; and particularly this Day let us 
walk worthy of thee unto all well-pleat- 
ing, and be fruitful in every good Work. 


To that End, we beſeech thee, to con= 


tinue thy good Providence over us, keep 
us 


i 
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us from all Evil, from that of Sin eſpeci- 
ally, and ſuffer no Temptation, either of 
the Devil, the World, or the Fleſh, to 
ſeduce us from ourDuty to thee,ourſelves, 
or our Neighbour. As an Inſtance of our 
Duty to our Neighbour z accept, we be- 
ſeech thee, our Prayers for all Mankind. 


Enlighten thoſe with thy Truth which 


yet fit in Darkneſs and the Shadow of 
Death. Bleſs the Univerſal Church with 
Purity and Peace, that Part of it eſpe- 
cially which thou haſt planted in theſe 
Nations. And in Mercy thereto, bleſs 
the King, and all our Governors both in 
Church and State. Bleis alſo all the Peo- 
ple of this Land, particularly our Neigh- 
bours, Friends, and Relations; and all 
ſuch as deſire our Prayers. Apply thy- 
ſelf ſuitably to every one's Neceffiries ; 
and grant, that we may all of us fo be- 
have ourſelves this Day, and all the Days 
of our Liyes, as to grow from one De- 
gree of Grace to another, till at Jaſt Grace 
be perfected in Glory, Theſe Things, 
Lord, with whatſoever elſe thou in thine 
infinite Wiſdom ſeeſt expedient for us, 


we humbly crave at thy merciful Hands, 


in the Name and for the Sake of thy Son 
Chriſt Jeſus : In whoſe Words we farther 
call upon thee, Our Father, &c. An 
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An Evening Prayer for a Family. 


"NA GraciousGod and heavenly Father, 
we thine unworthy Servants caſt 


ourſelves at the Footſtool of the Throne 


of thy Grace, praiſing and adoring thee 
for all thy Goodneſs to 'us and all Man- 
kind, We confeſs, that it is of thy mecr 
Mercy that we are alive this Moment ; 
that thou continueft to us the Comforts 
of this Lite, and the Hopes of a better. 
For we have been ſinful and diſobedient, 
and hadft thou dealt with us accordingly, 
we had now at thisInſtantbeen deſperately 
bewailing our Miſeries in the Sorrows and 
Horrors of a ſad Eternity, Lord ! what 
is Man, that thou ſhouldſt in the leaſt 
regard him? Bur what are we, miſerable 
Sinners, that thou ſhouldft ſo far regard 


us, as ſti}l to embrace us in the Arms of 


thy Mercy ; and notwithſtanding all onr 
Rebellions againſt thee, ſtill to treat us 
with the Indulgence and Tenderneſs of a 
compaſſionate Father? When we thus re- 
fle& upon our Unworthineſs, we are con- 
founded,and know not whither to fly, but 


tothe ſame Mercy which we have hitherto 


ſo much abuſed. O do thou, for the Sake 
of Chriſt Jeſus, forgive us all that is paſt, 
and give 'uvs the Grace of thy holy Spiric 


that. 
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that we may be more obedient for the 
Time to come, and perf Holineſs in 
thy Fear. And now that we are going to 
take our Reſt, do thon take us, we pray 
thee, and all that belong to us, into thy 


_ eſpecial Care and ProteCtion : Give us 


moderate and refreſhing Sleep, and raiſe 
us up again the next Morning fo diſpoſed 
both in Body and Mind, as to glorify thee 
in all the Inſtances of a ſober, righteous, 
and godly Life. Neither pray we for 
ourfelves alone, but for all Mankind : 
Call all thoſe to the Knowledge of thee, 
who as yet know thee not 3 and grant, 
that all who do know thee may watk 
worthy of thee. But more eſpecially we 
pray for this Church and Nation, and 


herein for the King and all that bear 


Authority under him ; that under their 
Government and Protection, we may lead 
quiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty. Have Mercy upon all that 
are in any Diſtreſs, whether of Mind, Bo- 
dy, or Eſtate; and deal with us all,not ac- 
cording to our Prayers or Deſerts, but ac- 
cording to our Needs,and thine ownMer- 
cies in Jeſus Chritt; in whoſe blefled Name 
and Words we conclude our imperfect 
Prayers ; ſaying, Our Father, &Cc. 
| THE 


— —_ 
- - _ 


_ 
- PRE 


om 


<2 - a———_ OO O4- 
. —_— 
o - 


"as " .4a< 


_ ny 


- 
LL = ' - _ " I . =— - 
— > > ON — Y £52 23x I: 2-2. ==> = 
iy | JET - —_ _ F _ x LA * —_— 4a "oor — ,_ «- —_ l ———_ —— T 
gene rh yt ens oa oo—w_ po In In ES ————— — 
C 
£ - 


———  _——_—_—— 
”Y » —_ 
- Ld 
5 *—_— a_——_— 
4 Ws.  LCaISS 


of - 
gt Sou + 
4; "ay _ 


— — - ——— 
- => - 
a * _— 
bY » . d 
- po 
—— 
_ 


58 The Huſbandman's Hymn, 


—_— _—_— —— 


__ . uh. 


THE 


HUSBANDMA Ns 
P AYER: 


As Tranſlated from 


The Reverend Mr Prichard's 
BriTisH POEMS. 


HOU Great Creator of this Earth, 
That pav'ſt to ev'ry Seed its Birth : 


By whom our Fields with Show'rs are bleſt, 
Regard the HusBa nDm a n's Requeſt, 


I'm going now to Till my Ground, 
And ſcatter there my Seed around 
Which I no more expect to ſee,. 
Unleſs thy Bleſſing ſow with me. 


In vain our Seed around we throw, 


In vain we harrow where we ſow; 
Except Thou doſt our Labours bleis, 


' And give the Grain a due Increaſe. 


Not 
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Not one of all my Barn-Supplies LY, 
Will ever from the Ridges riſe, | 
Unleſs thy Blefling does pervade 
The bury'd Corn, and ſhoot the Blade. 


Let then thy Bleffing, Lord, attend 
On all the Labours of my Hand : 


That I with Joy may 'Reap and Mow 
A rich Return from what I ſow. 


| Open the Windows of the Sky, 
And ſhow'r down Plenty from on High :* 
With Fat of Earth the Seed: ſuſtain, 


And raiſe a Spear from ey*ry Grain. 


Let not our Sins thy Vengeance move z 
To turn our Heav'n to Braſs above; 
Or harden into Ir'n our Earth, 

And o'er our Fields to ſpread a Dearth. 


\ But pour in Seaſon on the Grain 


The former and the latter Rain ; 
And in Proportion due ſupply 
The needful Change of Wet and Dry. 


Forbid the Vermin to devour ; 


|  Forbid the Mildew's blaſting Show'r ; 


Forbid the Tempeſt to deſtroy 
My growing Crop, and promis'd Joy. 
| Crown 
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. Of Fruits from Orchards grafted Stocks, 


oh 
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Crown with thy Goodneſs, Lord, the Year, 
And let thy Bleſſings round appear; _ —_ 
Let Vales be cloath'd with Graſs and-Corn, ' 
And Hills let various Flocks adorn. 


Give to the Sons of Men their Bread : 
Let Beaſts with fatt'ning Graſs be fed : 
All Things inPlenty, Lord, provide ; 
T hat all our Wants may be ſupply'd. 


Give us a Plenty, Lord, we pray, -  _ 
From Fields, of Corn, from Meads of Hay; | 


Of Milk from all the milky Flocks. by 


Thou, Lord, vouchſafe to bleſs: our Land, 
And ev'ry Work we take in Hand; 

That fo with lifted Hands we may . 
Return Thee Praiſes Night and Day. 
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